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Scripture Reading:  Luke 24:13-35 (The Inclusive Bible)

In the first version of the Resurrection story, in Mark, the women come to the tomb and discover an empty cave, with a young man sitting, in a white robe.  In Matthew’s story, the young man has become an angel who comes down from heaven, moves the stone and sits on top of it.  Today, we’re looking at Luke, and now it’s two angels.  

If you’ve been in the church long, you’ve been trained early on not to notice those differences.  Faith means not noticing those inconsistencies.  But, what if they are there on purpose?  What if the people who wrote this book were more honest than the people who teach it?  That’s a possibility to at least explore.  

So, we’re going to look at this story, realizing that we’ve already heard two versions of the story.  And, we’re entertaining the possibility that they don’t want us to look at it literally.  How could they, if they tell different versions?  How could they when they tell mistaken identity stories? - I thought it was the gardener, but it turned out to be Jesus.  I thought it was a stranger on a road, but it turned out to be Jesus.  Well, we’re a least going to explore that as a possibility.

Here’s the thing – very often in the church you are taught to be afraid of the questions.  And, what I want to suggest is that the story leads us to those questions.  The story is asking the question at a profound level.  It is saying that the people went to the grave, but the body was not there.  The people are asking, “Where is God?  Where is Christ?”  Not skirting the issue at all – taking us to the question.  One of the themes of this series is, “Religion is not the answer.  Religion is the question.  Life is the answer.”  

That’s very hard for us to get our minds around.  When you leave here today, I think you will find that whatever answers you think I have given you, life will give you different answers.  So, you might as well calibrate yourself to that, and entertain the possibility that these symbols are trying to teach us how to see God today.  Not to believe that other people got to see God directly, and now, you’ll never get to see God, but if you believe these people, at least you won’t go to Hell.  (That’s a beautiful religion, I have to admit – very inspired.)

But maybe it’s better than that!  In the story, the people are very sad because they expected to be delivered from oppression.  They thought that Jesus was going to save them from their situation.  They expected Jesus to be a superhero.  (And the church often treats him like that.)  But, he is dead.  Rome is still in power.  Herod is still in power.  The bad team won!  They are walking along the road, saying, “There is no way out of this.  Where is God?”  Jesus had begged, “My God, where art thou?  My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?”  (That’s very inspirational.)

As they walk, a stranger joins them and starts asking them questions.  Finally, the stranger loses patience and says, “How can you be so slow and not realize that all of Scriptures have been talking about this all along?  Can’t you understand that the Prophets were predicting that this would happen?”  I’m sure they asked him, “What do the Prophets have to do with what has just happened?  The Prophets are political, aren’t they?  They talk about kings, empires, and queens and rulers.”  Then they realize that they are in that situation.  Their real question is, “What does religion have to do with the real world?”  Right?  When you separate politics from religion what you are really saying is that religion has no implications for the real world.  (It will be great when you die and get teleported.) [laughter].  
In the story, they have memorized the Bible - they knew it probably better than any of us, but it was dead!  It was dead!  The miracle, the unlocking, was that they realized the lives they were living then were explained by the symbols of Scripture.  That they had never been meant to just believe that something happened once upon a time - that the symbols of scripture point to a living presence that under girds our lives.  

What kind of took me to that place – I guess you’d call it Mysticism – was when I left Dallas, Texas.  I knew that the religion I had been taught in general was too small.  I was trying to open myself to anything.  I was doing the spiritual exercise of Ignatius.  (I knew that to be real, it must hurt – right?  Which is crazy, but that’s where I was.  Good Calvinist foundation.)  I was fasting, hurting, begging, praying, Please come, please come.  Finally, it became clear that I had been trying to manipulate God all along.  The response that I got was very life changing.  

It sounded like a voice saying, I am everywhere.  Ask, instead, why you don’t see me.  Until that point, my premise was that I was looking for God, and God was hiding from me.  But, I realized that I really didn’t want to find the sacred.  I felt too special to be absorbed into the One.  I didn’t want to surrender to that deeper mystery from which I had come.  I was running full speed from God!  If God is everywhere, God can’t hide very well!  But if I’m not looking or hearing, then I’m not going to see anything.  

I realized that the religion that I had been taught tried to shrink God down to a physical level that I could experience.  That’s like trying to get Shakespeare to enter the play or to get Picasso to come into the painting.  But, the creative source of things cannot become sensual because it’s transcendent.  Imagine a flower trying to experience that out of which it grows.  It can only find its source by growing.

We human beings also cannot see our ground of being, our source, because that is invisible to us.  It is that out of which we emerge.  But we can also know it when we come from it, which is to love – that’s what Jesus is trying to say.  In Luke’s story, Jesus becomes visible in the breaking of the bread.  (Now, forget religion for a moment, please – forget the little trays and the silver things.)  Breaking of bread means community, sharing life together.  We’ve seen how God is sometimes hiding in the silence; sometimes in our imagination; and, today, sometimes in those simple, ordinary moments of communion with another person.  When we see Christ in another person, the Resurrection is happening.  
How do I know that?  In the Luke story, the punch line is, I think, “Their eyes were opened, and Jesus disappeared.”  It’s in the story.  “Their eyes were opened, and Jesus vanished instantly.”  What that’s saying, maybe, is it wasn’t Jesus in the room - it really was a stranger.  But through that stranger, they experienced the sacred intelligence that Jesus was talking about.  If Christ is God, and God is everywhere, then there can’t be a second coming.  Christ is already here.  The second coming is a symbol of when we wake up!  When we stop running.  That’s what it’s talking about.  

They said, “Our hearts were on fire!”  What had happened was their hearts had gone to sleep!  And when they heard Scripture not as religion, not as rules, not as facts, but as symbols of that sacred intelligence, that sacred love that gives us birth, their hearts woke up and caught on fire.  Have you ever loved a child so much that you lived through them?  They’re playing a game, and you enjoy the game through them?  They’re eating an ice cream cone, and it tastes better in their mouth than it would in yours?  You have candy and you give it to them, not unselfishly at all, but to have that exquisite moment where they have delight.  (I’m assuming the silence means that you have.)

What would it be like to feel that way about everyone?  That’s it!  That’s what it’s talking about.  Not religious purity, not this horrible discipline.  The exquisite joy of falling in love with everyone at the same time.  That’s what the story symbolizes.  

The child can’t love you back at the same level that you love the child.  But it doesn’t matter, does it?  Again, what if we loved other people in a way that it didn’t matter if they loved us back?  That we were so delighted in their being that we were fed completely.  The story says that people came to recognize Christ in the breaking of the bread, not in a religious service, but in a simple moment of shared food and shared life.  Not communion, but community.  We discover the answer to the question, “Where is God?” in our lives.  God is in community, God is in friendship, God is in life.  And we almost hear a voice speaking to us through that community that says, I am not hiding from you.  I am everywhere.  Ask instead – why you do not see me.  

Transcribed and edited by a member of the St. Andrew's Sermon Transcription Project.
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· Have found an approach to God through the life and teachings of Jesus,

· Recognize the faithfulness of other people who have other names for the way to God’s realm, and acknowledge that their ways are true for them, as our ways are true for us,

· Understand the sharing of bread and wine in Jesus’ name to be a representation of an ancient vision of God’s feast for all peoples,

· Invite all people to participate in our community and worship life without insisting that they become like us in order to be acceptable, including, but not limited to:
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