Open Ears Concerts

September 2009

Hello music lovers. First, thanks to everyone who came out for
the Variety Show and especially those who participated in the
Silent Auction. The proceeds will help improve all aural
productions at St. Andrew’s, including but not limited to the
Open Ears Concerts.

It’s been a busy summer, with too little time for music, but
that’s about to change. The fall brings all sorts of live music
treats to our neck of the woods.

To kick things off, we welcome Telegraph Canyon
(www.telegraphcanyon.net), a seven-piece band from Fort
Worth, whose star is certainly rising. They have been touring
larger venues this summer, such as the Bass Hall in Fort Worth,
the Jewel Box Theater in Seattle, and the Knitting Factory in Los
Angeles. | loved their first CD and their second CD “The Tide
and the Current” is also getting great reviews. The Dallas
Observer said it probably better than | can: “The new disc,
produced by Centro-matic's Will Johnson in Austin, is a soul-
bearing, deliberately paced, at-once epic and restrained force,
beautifully arranged both in its instrumentation and in its vocal
harmonies. A surefire contender for best area release of 2009,
the disc more than solidifies the band's rightful place among the
region's best.”

| am particularly impressed with their ability to include a wide
variety of instruments to achieve very specific emotionally-
charged sounds. From the bowed electric guitar to the pedal
steel to the B-3 organ to the toy dog xylophone, each is used to
its best effect, when and only when it is needed. While
complex and varied, the songs are never overwrought and
nothing sounds out of place. Rather, they make their point
efficiently and then leave space to breathe and contemplate.

Telegraph Canyon will play Open Ears September 19. If you
can’t make it to that show, you still have time to catch them
tonight (August 28) at Stubb’s. Better yet, go to both shows — |
plan to.

The Southwest Regional Folk Alliance Conference
(www.swrfa.com) will be September 23-27 at the Radisson
Austin North. | have heard great things about this conference
and I’'m hoping to attend this year. Immediately following the
conference, our friends at Mountain House Concerts present
Betty Soo, K.C. Clifford, and Melissa Greener. This should be a
great show, and you can get more information on Facebook.
Just search for “Mountain House Concerts.”

Of course, the Austin City Limits Music Festival
(www.aclfestival.com) comes to town October 2-4. | am
particularly excited about The Low Anthem, Devotchka (I
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regrettably missed them at SXSW two years ago), a Poi Dog
Pondering reunion, Levon Helm, and Sonic Youth. Another
north Texas band with whom | worked at SXSW — Jonathan
Tyler and the Northern Lights — makes their ACL Festival debut.
Congratulations to them!

Additional Open Ears Concerts scheduled for this season
include:

I Beaver Nelson (www.beavernelson.com) — October 17

1 Danny Schmidt (www.dannyschmidt.com) — November 21
9 Corinne West (www.corinnewest.com) — December 12

9 Carrie Elkin (www.carrieelkin.com) — January 23

We are still working on shows for February, March, and April, so
stay tuned!

Open Ears Concerts is a more-or-less monthly concert series at
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church in Austin, Texas. Our goal is to
present a variety of musical performances in a family-friendly,
peaceful, listener-oriented environment. For more information,
please visit www.openearsconcerts.com.
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