
The AGAPE Newsletter
June 2009                                                                                                                                               Vol. 4, No. 6

Hurry… the deadline to
register for Peace Camp 2009
“Giraffe Heroes - Stick Your
Neck Out" is June 1….
   Just in case you haven't
already heard…we are
registering campers and

recruiting volunteers for this year's
Peace Camp. Peace Camp is the St.
Andrew's version of Vacation Bible
School. We start the evening with a
gathering in the sanctuary that
includes an introduction and music.
The children are then grouped
according to age and rotate through
the other activities with their guides or
“shepherds”. Activities include stories,
crafts, and outdoor recreation. Each
child receives a T-shirt. Snacks after
outdoor fun are yummy sno-cones.
The camp runs Sunday, June 7, to
Thursday, June 11, 6:30 to 8 pm for
children ages 4 years old to those
finishing the 4th grade and going into
5th grade. The registration fee is $15 -
1, $25 - 2, $38 - 3, and $50 - 4 per
family.
   Volunteer positions are music,
shepherds, crafts, outdoor recreation,
storytellers, and childcare. All ages are
encouraged to volunteer.  Youth
helpers are especially needed!
Contacts for more information:
Registration: Peggy Rackley (990-
2426);
Volunteering: David Marks (251-0698
x 102)
   The registration form is available on
the web at staopen.com/children.php.

The Gospel According to Monty Python

   British comedy group Monty Python made some of the most
insightful critiques of religion ever. There is nothing more
respectful of the sacred mystery than a good laugh at human
efforts to capture it in religious forms. This sermon will look at
the jokes of Monty Python as a way of understanding the
teachings of Jesus.
   The series will run from May 31 through June. “Life of Brian”
will be the primary source of Python material along with sayings
from Jesus that make the same critique of religion. Warning! Jim
will be selecting non-offensive parts of the Python movies. Only
watch the full movies if you are not easily offended. Only watch
“Meaning of Life” if nothing offends you.
   The Monty Python scenes will be described for anyone who
hasn't seen them, but if you would like to rent the movie, or
watch them out on Youtube.com, here is the entire series: 
May 31: “Clueless Guides” Scene from Sermon on the Mount,
                    Life of Brian (Matthew 15:10-20)
June 7:   “Empty Prayers” Prayer scene
                    Meaning of Life (Matthew 6:5-15)
June 14: “Deedless Revolutionarie” “People's Front of Judea”
                   Life of Brian (Luke 17:20-37)
June 21: “Empty Omens” Sandal scene
                    Life of Brian (Mark 8:11-13)
June 28: “Mindless Piety “  Stoning scene
                    Life of Brian (Mark 3:19b-30)

Printed copies of recent “Lessons in Living” are available in the
church foyer as well as on the St. Andrew's Website. Current
issues include Jim Rigby's sermons related to the Easter season,
most recently the “Resurrection Appearances” series. At present,
we are printing 20 copies of each. If we need more, please notify
the church office

.



Dear Church Family & Friends,
   We have all been faced with the challenge of needing medical
care when it is after office hours or the weekend and our regular
practitioner is off. If it is a true emergency, i.e. chest pain,

trauma, sudden loss of vision, slurred speech, weakness, mental confusion,
compromised breathing, etc., calling 911 and going to the emergency room is
always the best option. Care for these types of symptoms needs to be swift
and efficient and is best performed in a hospital emergency room.
   However, when you have a cut that might need stitching, a sore throat, flu
symptoms, earache, a suspected bladder or sinus infection, animal or insect
bite, etc. and you are unable to see your primary practitioner…does that
automatically require a trip to the ER?
   It is recommended that you first try to call your practitioner for advice. This
is especially important if you have a chronic medical condition like. heart,
kidney, lung disease or diabetes. Oftentimes, practitioners are recommending
urgent care centers for treating basic medical needs when their office is
closed. Urgent care centers are well staffed with physicians and nurse
practitioners who can perform health screenings and assessments. Many
facilities are able to obtain x-rays, lab work and suture wounds. They are
generally efficient in how they see patients and the cost can be as much as
80% less then the ER.  That is huge!
   Having a list of your basic health info with you when you visit a hospital or
urgent care center will aid in the efficiency and effectiveness of your care.
The basics include: name and phone number of your primary care provider,
insurance coverage, medical history and conditions, current medications and
drug allergies.
   Although these centers are efficient, convenient and cost effective, they are
not meant to be used for all of your medical needs. Having a relationship with
a primary care practitioner is still the best way to manage your general health.
Remember to keep your practitioner informed of a visit to an urgent care
center or the ER so that they can continue to effectively care for you. Please
stop by the Health Ministry bulletin board in June and pick up listings of
some of the urgent care centers that serve our area.
Love and Blessings,
Donna

May God the maker bless you
May you grow wise and strong and holy

May God the breath of life bless you
May you be filled with courage and curiosity and joy

“A Book of Blessings”
Ruth Burgess

Through April we continue to experience a positive cash flow
resulting in an increase in cash of $8,690.81 year–to-date. As the

report indicates cash on hand at the end of April was $107,986.86. While
income was a little over $5,000 below budgeted levels, total expenses were
some $21,000 below budgeted levels. Some expenses will be incurred later in
the fiscal year which will bring expenses more in line with budget
expectations
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Stewardship of Time and Talent
Where do I start???

   This month we are focusing on another kind of stewardship - the Stewardship of Time and Talent. Many, many
of you are already serving in a variety of ways. And some of you might be looking for an opening, a place to begin
contributing your time and talent.
   In 1st Corinthians 12, the Apostle Paul calls the church the Body of Christ. Each part of that body has a unique
function, just as every church community member does. We each have a Spiritual Gift to use in cooperation with
others. We can be more effective when we recognize both our own gifts and the gifts of others. Just as the body
needs hands, feet, minds, lungs – the church community needs teachers, leaders, encouragers, and helpers.
  One person said, “I’d like to help out, but I don’t know where to start.” Here are three tools for you to use: the
Ministry Assessment, the Ministry Opportunity Catalog, and the Ministry Interview.
   The first tool, the Ministry Assessment, is included in the Ministry Opportunity Catalog. It can help you think
about your availability, interests, and Spiritual Gifts. A friend looked over this list of Spiritual Gifts and said, “I
don’t think I have a Spiritual Gift!” She couldn’t see it in herself, but knowing her well, I could see her Spiritual
Gifts. So, visiting with a friend may help.
   The second tool is the Ministry Opportunity Catalog, a first attempt to list all of St. Andrew’s volunteer
positions. Looking it over might create a spark. These are available in the foyer, or I can send it by email.
   The third tool could be called a Ministry Interview. You are invited to visit with me or Lyn Whitcomb to talk
about your availability, your interests, your skills and gifts, and about the needs of the community.
   Now, we know that because of life’s circumstances, some are at a time when they can be of service, and others
are at a time when even attendance is difficult. Factors such as health, family responsibilities, employment
situation, and distance from church influence the amount and type of service that one is able to give. So, the
Session is seeking ways to invite everyone to participate as they are able.
   If you are in a position to start a conversation about what you might like to do and where you might like to serve,
contact me or Lyn Whitcomb at church or by phone or email. You may also note “volunteer” and your contact
information on the Friendship Pad on Sunday. We will try to match your time, gifts and abilities with the needs of
the community.
Martha Rogers: 345-3969   rogers33@swbell.net          Lyn Whitcomb: 506-8621  deuxfleurs@sbcglobal.net

                       submitted by Martha Rogers

Pastoral Care Team
 “Fill Up Your Bucket,” a time for self-care of the spirit, will return on Saturday, June 6, at 8:30 am. Fill
Up Your Bucket is a time to help you discover spiritual pathways find renewal and sustenance in your
daily life.  It is a time of quiet, breathing and meditation. We share conversation if the spirit moves us.
The hope is that this time will help you to restore a sense of well-being. All are welcome.

Educator Team
On June 21, the Poiema Book Study will conclude their study of  The Active Life, A Spirituality of
Work, Creativity, and Caring, by Parker J. Palmer. The study begins following a vegetarian meal or
meal with vegetarian options, hosted by Poiema about 5:30 p.m. The book study will begin at 7:00
p.m. For more info call Barbara McCarty at 512-468-4012 or barbaramc@pvco.net. Poiema’s website

is www.poiemacommunity.org.



Artist Team
Our next show - Saturday June 6 at 7 pm– will feature Jennings and Keller
(www.jenningsandkeller.com), an acoustic duo from Florida who are in Texas for the Kerrville
Folk Festival. With the release of their debut CD, ‘Susan's House’, and its follow-up ‘As The

Universe Unfolds’, Jennings and Keller are quickly gaining recognition throughout the country. In 2007 alone,
they were finalists in five songwriting contests across the nation:  South Florida Folk Fest, Suwanee SpringFest,
Susquehanna, SolarFest, and Falcon Ridge Folk.  Laurie Jennings Oudin is well-known as the former proprietress
of The Main Street Cafe, which was viewed across the country as the premier acoustic music venue in Florida. A
former Shakespearean actress, Laurie has been a singer and songwriter for many years. Since the cafe's close in
June 2006, she has devoted her time to her musical career with Dana.  Dana Keller is a veteran pedal steel, dobro,
and guitar player who has spent years performing on stage or in the studio with such luminaries as Vince Gill,
Ricky Skaggs, Stevie Wonder, Larry Graham, Marvin Gaye, Dave Mason, Johnny Rodriguez and The Allen
Brothers, to name a few. He has opened for, among others, Spirit, Pure Prairie League, Gordon Lightfoot, Waylon
Jennings, and Buck Owens. This promises to be an excellent show, so please make plans to join us.  As always,
free coffee will be available.  If you are attending, please feel free to bring a snack to share.
   On Friday June 12 at 7 pm, The Authors (www.myspace.com/theauthorsband) will help congratulate our youth
for completing another year of school and thank them for helping with Peace Camp.  This is a free show, with
music, food, and fun for all.  If you would like to make a targeted donation to help defray expenses, please just
indicate that it is for the Open Ears Youth Night. 
   Don’t forget that the Fourth Annual St. Andrew’s Variety Show is coming up on August 22.  Start dusting off
those instruments and warming up your vocal chords! 
   Thank you to everyone who has assisted with the shows this year and to everyone who has attended.  It has been
a lot of fun and we have been treated to some fabulous performances.  Plans for next season are well underway. 
We have confirmed shows with Telegraph Canyon, Beaver Nelson, Danny Schmidt, and Carrie Elkin, and are
working on some other exciting prospects. 
    If you would like to volunteer to help with any of the shows, would like to be added to the Open Ears email list,
or have any other questions or suggestions, just send an email to info@openearsconcerts.com.  You can also check
our web site at www.openearsconcerts.com.  And please, spread the word by inviting your friends, family,
neighbors, and anyone else you can think of.  We can only continue to attract top quality performers if we can
provide them with a top quality audience. 

Robert Jensen will be reading from All My Bones Shake: Seeking a Progressive Path to the
Prophetic Voice, on Tuesday, June 9, 7 pm, at BookPeople, 603 N. Lamar. Robert Jensen, a
member of St. Andrew's, longtime activist fighting for women's rights, racial equality, and

global justice, reveals with this book the emotional journey that brought him back to the church after an entire
adulthood of religious indifference. Our world is perched on the verge of chaos, he warns. As political, economic,
cultural, and ecological crises peak, the decisions we make are likely to have permanent consequences for our
future and for the fate of our planet. In our nation, what underlies this chaos is a spiritual unrest, a stubborn conflict
that has gotten in the way of understanding and slowed theological progress to a glacial crawl. Drawing on the Old
and New Testaments, contemporary philosophy, common sense, personal intuition, and progressive politics, he
offers a full defense of his conclusion, holding its consistency up to the best of religious and secular teachings. A
touchingly open memoir that is also a study of the religious debate in America, All My Bones Shake marks an
entirely new communion: a way to look at religion as a tool with which we may create closer ties to all humanity
and begin to create a just and sustainable society—to face with confidence the uncertainty of our lives. Both
political and spiritual, radical and universal, public and very personal, Jensen's warmhearted text is a passionate
testament to the potential of religion to offer sanity and stability in the face of our culture's growing turmoil.



May Session Summary
    Martha Rogers, Volunteer Coordinator for St. Andrew’s, was a guest attendee at the Session Meeting. She
indicated that the publicity to attract additional volunteers has already encouraged six new persons to participate.
She proposed placing an appropriate part of the Ministry Opportunity Catalog on our web site, to which the
Session agreed. It describes volunteer opportunities as provided by the AGAPE and Community Teams and will be
kept current as opportunities change. This Stewardship of Time and Talent is part of the overall stewardship theme
of Faithful Living, Grateful Giving.
   Randy Cook reported that the cash flow is still positive. This is partly the result of expenses being significantly
less than budget, some of which are projected to be spent later in the year. Nevertheless, he said that our financial
position is healthy. Randy further reported the intention of the Guardian Team to initiate a financial review of
procedures and internal controls in the late summer of this year. This would be conducted by church members with
expertise in finance but would be independent of the Treasurer or Guardian Team.
   David Marks, Children’s Christian Education Director, discussed the possibility of a more effective division of
age grouping for the Godly Play program in the Fall. He also discussed a Human Sexuality Curriculum being used
by the UCC and UU denominations and the possibility of some of our adults attending a teacher orientation session
of one of the churches which will use the curriculum. Cliff Tyllick was complimented for the design of the Peace
Camp (VBS) registration and volunteer part of the website.
   The nominating committee, which will select persons to be nominated as Elders beginning 2010 will begin
meeting next month. Session members who will serve on the committee were selected. The Leadership Retreat
date and place were decided; it will be held on November 7 (14th as alternate date) hopefully at Alma de Mujer.
   St. Andrew’s has been asked by Faith PC(USA), Austin, to initiate an overture to the 2010 General Assembly to
complement the one they are presenting, regarding defining marriage as between “couples” rather than between “a
man and a woman”. Alternatively, your Session decided to support them with an Amicus Brief on their overture
and consider offering our own overture concerning the freedom to use appropriate but inclusive gender language in
membership and ordination vows. A group of Session members was selected to consider the wording of our
overture, which would be presented to our next Session meeting on June 23. The next Mission Presbytery meeting
is June 12 and 13 in Kerrville; our commissioners will be Babs Miller and Tonya Hiland with Peggy Rackley as
alternate.

Submitted by Wayne Rogers, Clerk of Session

Ambassador Team
   Back-To-School is here and this
year Manos de Cristo expects to
outfit over 2,000 children with two
sets of new clothing and a
backpack full of school supplies. In

the last decade, Manos has prepared more than
11,000 children for school and the demand is
growing each year! Please join in our efforts to
give children the opportunity to face the first
day of school with confidence and excitement.
   The Ambassador Team is looking for a
coordinator for this supply drive at St.
Andrew's for July and August. Please contact
Karalei Nunn, 635.3411 if you are interested.

Northwest Elementary School on Thermal
Drive had a school-wide food drive in May
and have donated all the proceeds to St.
Andrews' Food Pantry. We are delighted to

report that the food drive was enormously successful! Our
little pantry is full to bursting, and some canned goods had
to be stored elsewhere. It's wonderful to see a school
incorporate the idea of giving to others into their value
system. Thank you, Northwest Elementary School!
   We still do have a few things on our Food Pantry grocery
list, however: canned stew, bottled water, individually
wrapped cheese/peanut butter crackers, and powdered milk.
Swing by and take a peek at the pantry when you get a
chance. You may never see it this full again.



Ambassador Team
St. Andrew's will host the screening of the documentary Capitalism Hits the Fan featuring
University of Massachusetts economist, Richard Wolff, on Sunday, June 7, at 12:15 pm.
   In this new documentary Wolff breaks down the root causes of today’s economic crisis, showing
how it was decades in the making and reflects seismic failures within the structures of American-

style capitalism itself. Wolff traces the source of the economic crisis to the 1970s, when wages began to stagnate
and American workers got caught in a spiral of borrowing and debt that ultimately exploded in the mortgage
meltdown. By placing the crisis within this larger context, Wolff argues that the proposed government bailouts,
stimulus packages, and calls for increased market regulation will not be enough to address the real causes of the
crisis; in the end, far more fundamental change will be necessary to avoid future catastrophes. Illustrated with
motion graphics and charts, the film is designed to help ordinary citizens understand the unraveling economic
crisis.
   Capitalism Hits the Fan is distributed by the Media Education Foundation, http://www.mediaed.org. The event is
free and open to the public.

Educator Team
The Adult Education Class
“Common Threads” will be
discussing Sabbath: Finding
Rest, Renewal, and Delight

in Our Busy Lives by Wayne Muller starting on
Sunday June 7.
In today's world, with its relentless emphasis on
success and productivity, we have lost the
necessary rhythm of life, the balance between
work and rest. Constantly striving, we feel
exhausted and deprived in the midst of great
abundance. We long for time with friends and
family, we long for a moment to ourselves.
   Millennia ago, the tradition of Sabbath created
an oasis of sacred time within a life of unceasing
labor. Now, in a book that can heal our harried
lives, Wayne Muller, shows us how to create a
special time of rest, delight, and renewal--a refuge
for our souls.
   We need not schedule an entire day each week.
Sabbath time can be a Sabbath afternoon, a
Sabbath hour, a Sabbath walk. With wonderful
stories, poems, and suggestions for practice,
Muller teaches us how we can use this time of
sacred rest to refresh our bodies and minds, restore
our creativity, and regain our birthright of inner
happiness.
   This book is available through the St. Andrew’s
bookstore. The class is being facilitated by Art
Rutherford.

Theology in Everyday Life meets at
7:15 pm on the first and third
Monday's of the month. The meeting
starts on time and ends at 8:30 pm.

Groups average about eight people which gives all
participants ample time to express their views. Our
intention is to grow in understanding of how faith is
lived out in ordinary life. Thoughtful articles, sermons,
films, poetry and current events are some of the topics
chosen.
  June 1, the topic will be “Sacred Thoughts from
Secular Sources." Ever read fiction or a short story that
included important issues like God, prayer or the
meaning of life?  In the margins you may have written
"my feelings exactly."  Such selected passages will be
the subject of our discussion.  Participants are invited to
bring examples of their own discoveries.  Everyone is
invited to join in. Handouts of the upcoming subject are
available in a basket in the church foyer. 

The “A Year Through the Bible” Study
Group is looking at how the Bible came to
be with an overview of each book of the

Bible. The goal is to become more familiar with all the
books of the Bible. The class meets on the 1st and 3rd

Sundays of each month during the 9:30 am Sunday
School hour to discuss issues raised by our readings and
look ahead to the next book. You can join in at any point.
Babs Miller serves as convener. You can contact her at
babs-miller@sbcglobal.net or at 577-4801 (cell).



Open Minds Bookstore
Notice of change:  Beginning in June, the bookstore will be open the second and fourth
Sundays, following the 10:45 service.  On the second Sunday, the bookstore will be open as
usual.
On the fourth Sunday, a table will be in the foyer with samples of the books listed below.
We will have information available on two ways you can purchase these books – on-line
through the church website at www.staopen.com using the Open Minds Books link, or by the
usual order form.

.
This month’s features:
Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal and Delight in Our Busy Lives by Wayne Muller, $14   A wise treatment of
stress, this book gives permission to slow down from the busyness of our lives to rest, reflect and appreciate.  All
of us need to heed this wisdom.  If we don’t take care of ourselves in this way, we will not be equipped to give to
others.
Awareness, The Perils and Opportunities of Reality, Anthony de Mello, $13  Anthony de Mello was a Jesuit
priest known throughout the world for his writings and spiritual conferences.  In Awareness, de Mello mixes
Christian spirituality, Buddhist parables, Hindu breathing exercises, and psychological insight in words of hope
that come together in a grand synthesis.  In short chapters, perfect for reading in quite moments, de Mello
encourages us to become aware of our submerged feelings and not let them rule us but instead allow this new
awareness to change us.  This is the key to courage, to taking risks, and to becoming alive to the needs and
potential of others.

Continuing features:
How to Believe, Jon Spayde. $20.  Included are chapters on our own Jim Rigby and Gerald Gafford. There are a
few copies of this book in the bookstore.
The Gnostic Gospels, Elaine Pagel, $11.50.  Using the texts found at Nag Hamadi and historical data, Pagels
writes with concise clarity about one of the earliest Christian sects.  This provocative book explores the world of
the early church and probes both Orthodox and Gnostic views of God, the Church, and Jesus.
Inclusive Language Bibles, We still have a few copies of these which are available for $28 while they last! This
translation is by The Priests for Equality.
Book Note:  If you are one of those who has requested the out-of-print book, Falling in Love with Mystery: You
Don’t Have to Pretend Anymore, check the Open Minds Books online. When you order books through our Web
site, a small percentage of the price will come back to St. Andrew’s.



June 2009
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 7:15p Theology in
Everyday Life

2 10a Bible Study

Elsa Hughes
Tom Nichols
Brian Zunker
Donna & Art Rutherford

3   7:15p Choir
  7p NA

Paul Davis
Karla Stephan
Donita Ward
Patty & Andy Martin

4

Chappy Hulsey

5 6
3:15 p 1st Saturday
with Mike Manor

7p Open Ears
       Concert

Patti Olden
7  BP Screening
Potluck Luncheon
Bookstore Open
12:15p Film

6:30p Peace Camp

Alice Ortiz

8

6:30p Peace Camp
Jeremy Hunt
Andrea & Chris
             Kucharski

9 10a Bible Study

6:30p Peace Camp

Joanne & Scott Kniffen

10  8p Choir
  7p NA

6:30 Peace Camp

Pam & Jeff Cook

11

6:30 Peace Camp

Will Blackmon
Dana Gillispie
Yvette Shelton

12

Marilyn & Jeff Plummer

13 10a Food Pantry
              Open

7p Open Ears
       Youth Party
         (Concert)

14

Bonnie Olden
Garrett Reed
Ed Wagner

15  7:15p Theology
in Everyday Life

Janet Hestand
Steve Weikal

16  10a Bible Study

Maggie Walker
Joyce & Rob Marshall

17  7:15p Choir
 7p NA

18

Madison Bradley
David Rackley
Carla Harringer &
     Richard Thomas

19 20

Cliff Tyllick

21
7p Poiema Book
Study

Tylor Beck
Barbara Miller

22 23   10a Bible Study
7p Session Mtg.

Andrea Kucharski
Rene & Paul Flugel

24 7:15p Choir
  7p NA

Olivia Green
Clem Mendez

25

Heather Beck
Selena Martinez
Janet & James Rice

26

Heath Massery
Sherry & Doug Arnold
Nancy & Gary Keys-Dodd

27 10a Food Pantry
             Open

Doug Delabar
George Moxley

28

Liam Plock

29

Daniel Owen

30   10a Bible Study
 Sunday Schedule
    8:30 am Worship Service Church Office Hours
    9:30 am   Sunday School for all ages   Monday thru Friday: 9 am – 1 pm
  10:45 am  Worship Service Jim Rigby’s day off: Fridays


